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October 27,2009

Orange County Head Start
2501 S. Pullman Street, Suite 100
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Dear Board Members,

As the first graduate of the Head Start program to ever serve in Congress, I salute your
commitment to Orange County Head Start (OCHS) and its students and families. I have firsthand
experience of the comprehensive education programs and opportunities that Head Start provides
to low-income families.

I am alarmed to learn that OCHS, the leading provider of Head Start services in my own district,
has recently been found in violation of federal law in its dealings with employees trying to
strengthen their labor union. I hope thatthe Board of Directors wi II demand strict adherence to
laws and best employer practices as OCHS continues to work with its employees on job issues
and meets with them at the contract bargaining table.

Teachers and staff deserve professional respect that is in line with the sacred responsibility we
assign to them. I am confident that when OCHS extends this kind of respect to staff, then together
they can provide the very best education to Orange County's preschool children.

As a Board Member I encourage Orange County Head Start to ensure that the voices of the
frontline staff are heard and respected during the election process and in future labor negotiations.

cc: Carole Zavala, Interim Executive Director
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