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Courtni Pugh Named New Executive Director of the  

Service Employees International Union Local 99 
 

 

LOS ANGELES, CA -- The Executive Board of the Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 

Local 99 has selected Courtni Pugh, a seasoned activist, community organizer, and political strategist, as 

the union’s new Executive Director.  

 

“Courtni takes on this leadership role during difficult economic times for working people and public 

education. But she brings great energy, a strategic mind, proven experience, and a profound belief that 

when ordinary people speak with strength, conviction, and honesty, change is possible.” said SEIU 

Local 99 President Eddie Reed. “These are values that will help guide our union through these hard 

times, and build a strong movement to carry us well into the future.” 

 

Pugh, who begins her tenure today, most recently served as Special Assistant to SEIU Local 99 

Executive Director Bill A. Lloyd.  She succeeds Lloyd who leaves SEIU Local 99 after 9 years as 

Executive Director to become a Senior Advisor to SEIU International President Mary Kay Henry.  

 

Prior to joining SEIU Local 99, Pugh played a key role in running labor’s independent expenditure 

campaign in support of Jerry Brown for Governor.   Pugh walked her first picket line at the age of 5 with 

her father who was a truck driver and member of Teamsters Local 364 for over 35 years.    She went on 

to hold senior posts in such campaigns as John Edwards for President, Kerry-Edwards 2004, and Gore-

Lieberman 2000. In 2006, she went on to become the first woman to serve as Political Director of the 

Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO followed by Executive Director of the California 

State Council of the Service Employees International Union.  

 

“I am inspired by the opportunity to work with the members of SEIU Local 99. They are indeed the 

backbone of our educational system -– caring for and teaching our youngest learners, assisting teachers 

in the classroom, nourishing our children in the schools, maintaining clean campuses, and performing so 

many other jobs essential to student growth and learning.  I look forward to working together to address 

our challenges and to build a renewed movement for social and economic justice that will start in our 

worksites and extend far into our communities,” said Pugh.  
 

### 

 

SEIU Local 99 represents nearly 45,000 employees in public and non-public organizations in early education, 

child care, K-12, and community college levels. SEIU Local 99 members are: Teacher’s Assistants, Playground 

Workers, Special Education Aides, Bus Drivers, Gardeners, Custodians, Cafeteria Workers, Maintenance 

Workers, Family Service Workers, Child Care Providers, and others working in schools, colleges, and 

administrative offices throughout Southern California. 

 


